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ITpu oTpaboTKe KOHCTPYKLIMU BHICOKOYACTOTHBIX MOHHBIX nBurateneit (BUM/) Bo3Huka-
€T MHOXECTBO TEXHUYECKH CJIOXHBIX BOIPOCOB MO 00ECTICUeHUIO JIEKTPUUECKOM MpoU-
HocTH ero y370B [1]. Cpenu Bcex 271eMeHTOB HanboJiee KpUTUYHBIM, B YaCTU BO3HUKHOBE-
HUSI 2JIEKTPUUECKOTO MPo0osl, SIBIsIETCs razoaieKrpuueckas passsska (I'OP) B marucrpa-
U TIoOmadyuM KCeHOHa B paspsagHyio Kamepy BUMJI. TloMuMO Haauuusi BBICOKOTO
HanpsDKEHWsT U AaBJIeHUs Ta3a, 10CTaTOYHbBIX IS pa3BUTHSI TTPOOOsI, 31€Ch MOTYT MPUCYT-
CTBOBAaTb, BCJIEACTBUE HAJIMYMSI TIJ1a3Mbl B razopaspsinHoil kamepe (I'PK), BHelHue noHu-
3aTOPBI — 3JICKTPOHBI, MOHBI, 3apSIKEHHbIE MUKPO M MaKpo4yacTulibl. [1py 3TOM BO3HUK-
HOBEHME MPOOOsI B Ta302JIEKTPUYECCKOM pa3Bsi3Ke MPUBOIUT HE TOJBKO K pa3pylIeHUIO ee
9JIEMEHTOB, HO U CITIOCOOCTBYET “HECAaHKIIMOHUPOBAHHOMY MOXKUTY” BICOKOYACTOTHOTO
paspsiza B Kamepe nBuraresisi. B craTbe paccMaTprBaioTCst BOITPOCHI pa3paboTKU Ta303J1eK-
TPUUYECKHMX Pa3BSI30K ISl BBICOKOUACTOTHBIX MOHHBIX ABUTATeIe Manoil MoitHocTu. [To-
JlydeHa 3KCIEepUMEHTaJIbHasl 3aBUCHUMOCTb MTPOOOMHOr0 HAMpPSIKEHUs! OT MPOU3BEACHUS
JIaBJICHUSI Ha paccTosiHue, B ycioBusax paboTel 'DP B coctabe BUN/I. ChopmynmpoBaHbI
OCHOBHBIE TpeOOBaHMSI K MapaMeTpaM ra30o3JeKTPUUYECKO pa3Bsi3Ku, obecrieurBalolei
pa6oty BUM/I B mimpokom auaria3zoHe U3MeHeHUsl pacxona paboyero Teia — Mpu JJIMHE
INBJIEKTPUUECKOM YacTu mopsiaka 5 cM U Harpstkenuu ~2000 B, maBieHne BHyTpU Hee
noxHO ObITh HEe MeHee 30 Topp.

Karouegbie cro6a: BPICOKOYACTOTHBI MOHHBINA NBUTATENb, Ta303JICKTPUYECKasl pa3Bs3Ka,
MPoGOI, BHEIIIHIE NOHU3ATOPI
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BBEAEHUME

I"azonnexTpuyeckast pa3Bsi3ka SIBJISIETCSI OMHUM M3 HeoOXoauMbIX KoMIToHeHToB BUM /I ma-
JIOii MouIHOCTH, padoTatomux npu HU3kux (0.3—0.5 mr/c) u cBepxuuskux (MeHee 0.1 mr/c)
3HaYeHMUsIX pacxoaa. B cBsI3U ¢ ueM, aKTyaJIbHOCTb €€ pa3paboTKU ONpPeNesieTcs] HEOOXOIU-
MOCTBIO CO3MIaHUsI IBUTATENsI B 1IeJloM. B HacTosiee Bpems TOSIBUJICS LIeJIbIN psiji 3a/1ad,
TSI pellieHUs] KOTOPBIX TIPEIoJiaraeTcsl IMpPOKOe UCITOJIb30BAHNE MAJIBIX KOCMUYECKUX arl-
napatoB [2]. BeicoKOYacTOTHBINA MOHHBIN ABUTATENb, SIBJSISICh UCIIOJTHUTEIBHBIM OPTaHOM
CHUCTEMBI YIIpaBJICHU A Op6l/lTaJ'leblM ABUXKEHHUEM MKA, ITO3BOJISICT YBCJIMYUTDb CPOK aKTUB-
HOTO CYyIIIECTBOBaHUSI afraparoB 1, Kak pe3yJibTaT, obecneuuTsb 6osee a¢hheKTUBHOE UX UC-
noab3oBaHue [3].
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Puc. 1. Buemrnuii Bug 'OP nepBoro BapraHTa UCIIOJTHEHUSI.

B cymecTByommx Momessx ABUTraTeneil 3apyOeskHOro IIPOM3BOACTBA y3€Jl Pa3BA3KU
OOBIYHO BCTPOEH B IHMILIE pa3psIIHON KaMephl, YTO 3HAYMTEIbHO YCIOXHSIET KOHCTPYKIIIO
I'PK u TexHOJIOTHIO €€ U3roToBJIEeHUsI. B BBICOKOYAaCTOTHBIX MOHHBIX JIBUTATENISIX pa3padoT-
ku HUH TIMB MAMU nipennonaraercst ucrojibzoBanue ['OP B Buae oTnesibHOro usneius.
DTO MO3BOISIET CHU3UTD BIMSIHUE HA IIPO0O0I1 pa3BsI3KU He TOJIBKO TEMIIEpaTypHOTO (PaKTO-
pa, HO ¥ BHEIITHUX MOHMU3aTOPOB.

HA3HAYEHWE U ITPUHLINIT PABOTbI

l'azoanexTpuueckas pa3Bsi3ka MpeaHa3HauYeHa [JIs pa3IesieHUs MeXy COOO0ii aJIeKTpuye-
CKMX lIeTieit Haxoasiuxcst noa BeicokuM (ropsinka +1000...+2000 B) u HyneBbIM ITOTEHIIM -
ajioM (KOpITyC U3NeJIUsI) U TpeloTBpallaeT BOSHUKHOBEHUE MPOOOs 110 Ta3y B CUCTEME TT0-
Jlayv paboyvero Tejia BHICOKOYACTOTHOTO MOHHOTO ABUTaTessi. Ee mpuHUMIT 1eiicTBUSI OCHO-
BaH Ha CO3JaHUU YCJOBMI MPEMNSITCTBYIOIINX BO3HUKHOBEHMIO “3JIEKTPOHHBIX” JIABUH B
ra3oBOii cpeie BHYTPHY KOpITyca pa3Bsi3Ku mpu padote B coctaBe BUMI.

CxeMaTUYHO IIpoliecchl, TTpoucxonsinne B 'OP npu padore B coctae BUM/I, MoxHO
OIMCaTh CJIEAYIOIIMM 00pa3oM:

— nocJie nogauu padoyero tena B oobeme 'OP coznaercst napieHue p;

— Jajiee MoJaeTcsl MOTeHIMal Ha SMUCCUOHHBIN 31eKTpo Ugyy;

— nocsie 3axkuranus paspsina B 'PK Ha Beixone 'DP, cBA3aHHOM HEMOCPEACTBEHHO C Ta-
30BBOJIOM KaMephbl, MOSBISETCS MTOTeHU AN OJIM3KUIA 110 3HaYeHUU K Uy, IPU 3TOM BHYTPU
I'OP Bo3HMKaeT 3JeKTPpUYECKOE MOJie HaNPSKeHHOCThIO E ~ Uyg/d (3aech d — paccTosiHuE
MEXIy BXOIOM U BeixomoM ['OP Haxoxsgimmxcst moa pa3HbIM noTeHIraaoM (puc. 1));

— Hasimuue ia3mbl B PK o6ycnaBiuBaeT rosiieHre BHEIIHUX MOHU3aTOPOB — BJIeK-
TPOHOB, MOHOB, 3aPSIKEHHBIX MUKPO U MAaKPOYaCTHUII;

— nipo6oii 'DP He npoucxoauT, MOTOMY UTO €€ NapaMeTphl (1aBjieHUE p U PacCTOsSTHUE d)
COOTBETCTBYIOT MIPOOOITHOMY HAMpPSIKEHUIO CYLIECTBEHHO OosbllieMy 4eM BeanuuHa Uyg,
Jlaxke MpY HAJIMYUU BHELTHUX MOHU3UPYIOIIUX (haKTOPOB.

OCOBEHHOCTHU KOHCTPYKLIMHN

Ilepsorit BapuanT 'SP BUM/I nipencrapisut U3 cebs (pTOpOIIacTOBYIO TPYOKY AUaMET-
pom 2 MM 1 ummHOM 10—15 cm (puc. 1).

[Tpu ee ucneitanusix otnesibHo or BUU/L, B nnamna3zone pacxonoB kceHoHa 0.5—0.1 mr/c u
pa3HOCTH ITOTEHIIMAJIOB Ha ee KoHIlax nopsaka 2000 B, mpo6ost pa3Bsi3Ku He HaOII0IaIOCh.
ITocne ycraHoBKM Ha ABUTATeNIb, IpU BO3HUKHOBeHUM pa3psiga B I'PK, mpo6oit aToit pas-
BSI3KM, B aHAJIOTMYHOM JHara30He pacXxo0B, BU3yaJIbHO HabJIIoascs, HaYMHasI C HarpsbKe-
Hus Uy, ~ 900—600 B. TTomobHoe mageHne HaNPSKEHNUsT MPO00s €CTh PE3Y/AbTAT BIUSTHUS
BHEITHUX MOHU3AaTOPOB, MOMANa0IINX BO BHYTPEHHIOIO TTOJIOCTh Pa3BsA3KM U3 TUTa3Mbl Ha-
xoxsinieiics B o6beMe T'PK. Bee nonbitku mogHsATh Uy, MyTeM yBeJIMYEHUs] COOTHOLIEHUS
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Puc. 2. Bun 3aBucumoctn 3akoHa [Nairena.
Kepamuka HaGuBKa 13 CTpy>XKU TUTUAHA

Tonkue ¢pToporuiacToBble IAKObI

Puc. 3. Cxema pa3Bs3Ku ¢ HAOMBKOWA.

IUTMHBI AUDJEKTPUYECKOTO yJyacTKa K ero BHYTPEHHEMY AUAMETpy He JaJIM MPaKTUYeCKU
HUKaKOTO pe3yjbTaTa.

Takum o6pa3oM, B yCIOBUSIX pabOThl MOHHOTO JIBUTATENISI MaJIOM MOIIIHOCTHU (BBICOKOE
HanpspKeHWe, MaJiblid pacXofl, HaJlndie BHEITHUX MOHW3AaTOPOB), HEIb3sI UCITOIb30BaTh Ta-
303JIEKTPUIECKUE Pa3BA3KM TPAAWIIMOHHOTO BapMaHTa MCITOJTHEHUsI, MOCKOJbKY B HUX
HMMEIOT MECTO TaKMe MapaMeTPhl CPEbl, MPU KOTOPBIX Mbl (DAKTUYECKU HAXOAMMCS, Ha KpU-
BOI1 mogo0OHo KpuBoii [NaiieHa, B o6iactu npo6oes (puc. 2) [4]. YToObI X yCTpaHUTh, He-
00XOIMMO YBEJIMYUTD JUIMHY TUIJEKTPUUECKOI YacTu pa3Bsidku (d) u nasieHue (p) B Heid,
TO €CTh CMECTUTBHCS B CTOPOHY OOJIBIIIMX 3HAYEHU I TpousBeneHus pd [S].

Ha BTopoMm 3Tarie uccienoBaHuii U3ydaiach paboTa ra3o3JeKTpUYeCKO pa3BsI3Ku 00J1a-
Jalolleil CyleCTBEHHbIM TMAPOCOIPOTUBICHUEM, T.€. C MMOBBILLICHHBIM JaBiacHueM p. OnHa
U3 HUX ObLIa ¢ HAOMBKOM U3 CTPYKKM TUTaHa, a ApyTasi — C IPOCCeJIbHbIM oTBepcTeM. Cxe-
MBI X KOHCTPYKIIMI ITpUBeAeHEI Ha pyc. 3 U 4, COOTBETCTBEHHO.

B o6oux ciyuasix, mpu paboTe B coOCTaBe ABUTATeNIsI, B iranasoHe pacxoaos ot 0.1 no 0.5 mr/c
npu Uyy = 2000 B, npo6oes 'DP He Habmonanock. Takum oOpa3oM, OCHOBHBIM MYTEM pe-
IIeHUsT TIPobJIeMbl TPOOOEB Ta303JEKTPUUECKOUN pa3Bs3ku, nMpu padore B coctae BUML
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Puc. 4. Cxema pa3Bsi3KU € IPOCCETbHBIM OTBEPCTUEM.
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Karox BIT — 610K nuTaHus;
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\
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. BITYD — 610K MUTaHUsl YCKOPSIOIIETO
Ij 37eKTPOJA;
BI133 — 610K nUTanus SMUCCUHOHHOTO
3JeKTPO.IA;
BUYT — BbICOKOYACTOTHBII FeHEPaTOP;
BUYM/I — BBICOKOYACTOTHBII MOHHBIIT
JIBUTATEIb;
I'DP — rasoasekTpuyeckas pa3BsizKa;

J1J1 — naT4uK AaBIeHus;

i |
— JT — 1aT4uK TeMreparypsl;
- JIB — nuajeKkTpryeckasi BCTaBKa;
/EE MC — UCTOYHUK CMELIeHMUS;
1B 1 CVY — coracyloliee yCTpoiicTBO
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Puc. 5. Cxema yctaHoBKH Tt ucciaenoBannii ['DP.

MaJIOi MOLLIHOCTH, SBJISIETCS TOBBILLIEHUE TaBJICHUS B HE 10 YPOBHs MCKITIOYAIOIIETO BO3-

HUKHOBEHMUSI paspsiia.

Jnst nanpHeiimmx uccienoBanuii ['OP BUM]I Oblta pa3paboTaHa M M3rOTOBJIEHA yCTa-
HOBKa, CXeMa KOTOPOI MpeacTaBjieHa Ha puC. 5.

B cocTaB maHHOM yCTaHOBKM BXOJST CIAEAYIONINE CUCTEMBI M 9JIEMEHTHI:

— OJIOKM TTUTAHUSI: KaTo/a HAKAJIbHOTO TUIIA, YCKOPSIFOIIETO M SMUCCUOHHOTO 3JIEKTPOJIOB;

— BaKyyMHasi KaMepa ¢ cucTeMoii otkauku (1o 5 x 107> Topp);

— BBICOKOYACTOTHBIM MOHHBIN aBuratensb (BUM/I);

— BY-reHepartop ¢ coriacymoimnM yCTPOMNCTBOM;

— ra3oayieKTpUUYecKasi pa3Bsi3Ka;

— JATYMUK JAaBJICHMUAA,

— DaTYUK TEMITepaTyphl;
— IUBJIEKTpUYECKasi BCTaBKa;

— UCTOYHUK CMELLEHUS MOTeHIUAIA;

— KaToJl HaKaJIbHOTO TUMa JUIsl momkura paspsina Bo BUN/I;
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Puc. 6. Cxema KOHCTPYKIIMM MaKeTa.

Puc. 7. ®ororpacdust makera 'DP.

— MWUIMAMIIEPMETP [IJISI U3SMEPEHUST TOKA YTEUKHU;

— cucTeMa IMoJavm pacxoaa KCeHOHa.

Hampstxkenme mmpo0ost ra3031eKTPUIECKOM Pa3BsI3KM 3aBUCUT OT MHOIMX (PaKTOpoB, B
YAaCTHOCTM OT MaTepuajia BXOISIIMX B €€ COCTaB 3JIEMEHTOB, KaueCcTBa U3TOTOBJIEHUS KOP-
MYCHBIX AeTajieil (11epOXOBaTOCTU MOBEPXHOCTU), COOTHOIIEHUS IJIMHBI U AUaMeTpa Ju-
aJIeKTpudecKoit yactu. [ToaToMy, 1JIsi MOBBIIIIEHUS CTETIEHW OMHO3HAYHOCTH TPAKTOBKU IO~
JIydaeMbIX Pe3yJIbTaTOB M HA OCHOBAHUM UMEIOIIIETOCS OTbITa UCTIBITAHUI JTJaO0OpaTOPHbBIX ra-
300JIEKTPUYECKMX Pa3BsSI30K, ObLT pa3paboTaH 0a30Bblii BapuaHT KoHCTpykuuu [OP. On
SIBJISIICSI OCHOBOM TSI CO3MAHMST MAaKeTOB C Pa3HBIMU 3HAYCHUSIMU TTapaMeTpoB p U d, KOTO-
pble U3rOTaBIMBAINCH IO OJHOI TEXHOJIOTHHU, C UCTIOIb30BAaHMEM OIMHAKOBBIX MaTepUAJIOB.

OmnuH U3 BapuaHTOB MogooHoro maketa (I'DP-5) mpeacrasieH Ha puc. 6. ['a302aeKTpU-
yeckasi pa3Bsi3Ka BbITMIOJIHEHA B BUJE OJIOKA, MPEICTaBIISIIONIEro U3 cedsi Hepa3oopHoe use-
JIue, C YCTaHOBJICHHBIM BHYTPU TUIpOCOTpOTHBIeHUEeM. OHa COCTOUT U3 BXOJHOTO I M BbI-
XOIHOTO y3J7I0B 2, U IUBJIEKTPUIECKOI YacTu 3 1jinHoM 5 cMm. YruiotHeHue ['DP B TpakTe no-
a4yl pacxoia OCYIIECTBISJIOCh C TIOMOIIBIO HUMIEIBHBIX COCOIWHEHU ¢ METHBIMU
npokJiankaMmu. I'mapoconpoTusiieHre ObLIO PACIIONOXKEHO B BBIXOMHOM y3Jie. BHelHMii BUI
MakeTa MpUBEIeH Ha puc. 7.

PE3VJIBTATBI 5KCITEPUMEHTOB C MAKETOM I'OP-5

Ha nepBomM artarne uccienoBaHuii Maketa 'DP MeTonnka ucnblTaHU coCcTOSsIa B Clie-
NYIOLIEM:

— CHavaJia OTpeesisiach 3aBUCUMMOCTD HampsKeHUs TPo0osT OT AaBJICHUS Ta3a Mpu OT-
KIoyeHHOM (Ngyr = 0 Bt) u BkmoueHHoM BY-renepatope (Ngyr = 200 BT) npu otcyr-
crBum B 'PK BUY-paspsna (puc. 5);
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Puc. 8. I'paduk 3aBucuMOCTH HaTIPsKEHUSI TPOOOsT OT TTpou3BeneHUs naBieHust B [ DP Ha paccTosiHUe MeXIy 2Jie-

ME€HTaMM €€ KOHCTPYKIIMU HaXOOAIIMMUCH IMOA Pa3HbIMU IMOTECHIMAJIaMU.

— 3areM, 3axuraics paspsan B ['PK u dyHkuus Uy, (p) onipenensiiach NPy HATMYUM TLI1a3~

MBI (MOIITHOCTH Ha Beixoae BU-reHepaTopa nmpy 3TOM, KakK U B TIPEIbIAYIIEM ClTydae, COCTaB-
nsuta 200 Br);

Perucrpanms npo6ost OCyIIeCTBIISIIach 1O IOSIBJICHUIO TOKA YTeYKU B ey “Bxom ['OP-
Kopmyc”.
Ha rpaduke Ha puc. 8 mpuBeAeHBI ITOJYYeHHBIC PE3yIbTaThI.

BunHo, yTo BemyMHAa HanpsKeHWs MPo00s pa3BI3KM He 3aBUCUT OT Hannuusa BY mons
npu orcytctBuM B 'PK BY-paspsaa. [1pu Hanuuuu mia3zmel B I'PK 1 MmommHoctn BU-rene-
paropa 200 Br, HanpskeHUU Ha 3MUCCUMOHHOM 3j1ekTpoae a0 3000 B, B nuanasoHe pacxo-
noB 0.5—0.1 mr/c npo6oit ['DP 3acdukcupoBaTh He ynanock. Touka Ha rpaduke ¢ KOoparuHa-
Tamu (pd = 225 Topp-ewm; Uy, = 2800 B) coorsercTByeT pacxony 0.1 mr/c. Ipu Gosiee MeHb-
mux pacxomax kKceHoHa BY-paspsin B 'PK craHoBUTCSI HeCTaOWIBHBIM W TacCHET 10
JIOCTUKEHUS TIPOOOITHOTO HaTPSIKEHUSI.

[Mpu ucnbiTanusax 'DP Ttakke cHUMaach ra3oAMHaMMUYecKasl XapakKTepUCTUKA U3/e-
JIS — 3aBUCUMOCTD JaBJICHUST BHYTPU Pa3BsI3KU OT pacxona KceHoHa. OHa mpeicTaBieHa
Ha puc. 9. ConocTaBjieHUe NMOJYyYeHHBIX TpauKOB Ha pUc. 8§ U puc. 9 MOKa3bIBaeT, UTO,
HauyuHas ¢ maBaeHus nopsaka 25—30 Topp, mpo6oit pa3Bsa3Ku HE IIPOUCXOIUT HaxKe MpU
3000 B. Ceepxy ypoBeHb naBiieHust B [OP orpaHuuuBaercs mapameTpaMu UCIIOJIb3yeMOTO
peryasitopa pacxoja — KpUTUYECKUM MeperagoM IaBJICeHUs Ha HEeM, TpU KOTOPOM pac-
XOJIHAsl XapaKTepUCTHUKa OCTaeTCsl Hem3MeHHo#. TakuM o0pa3oM, MOXKHO cliejiaTh BBIBOI,
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Puc. 9. I'paduk 3aBUCUMOCTH 1aBJICHUSI BHYTPH Pa3BsA3KU OT pacxojia KCEHOHa.

YTO JUJISI BBIMIOJTHEHUSI CBOEro (DYHKIIMOHAIbHOTO Ha3HAUYEHUS TIPU UCTIOJIb30BaHUU B CO-
crtaBe BUM]I manoit MomrHoCcTH, ITpu HanpskeHusx ypoBHs 2000 B, razosnexkTpuueckast
pa3Bsi3Ka JIMHOM ~5 CM J0J’KHA UMETh TMAPOCOTIPOTUBJIEHUE, OOecTIeunBalollee co3aa-
Hue B 'DP naBnenus seie 30 Topp.

B nanpHeiiliem mpearnonaraeTcs MPOAOJKUTh 3TU MCCENOBaHUS MPU 0O0Jiee MEHbBIINX
3HAYEHUSIX MPOU3BENEHUS pd CHU3UB BEJIUUYMHY TUapoconpoTtusiaeHus. [Ipu atom ninaHu-
pyeTcst 6oJiee NETAIbHO U3YYUTh BJIMSIHUE Ha HaIpsKeHUE MPoOO0si HE TOJBKO MOIIHOCTHU
BY-nions n Hanuuust BU-paspsina, HoO 1 TeMrepaTypbl pa3Bs3KU U €€ MOJ0XEHUS] OTHOCH-
TesbHO Kopmyca ['PK.

BBIBOJIbI 110 PE3VJILTATAM UCCJIEJJOBAHUI I'DP

Ha ocHoBaHUM NMPOBEAEHHBIX UCCIENOBAaHUI ra303JIeKTPUUECKUX Pa3BI30K Pa3IMIHOTO
VICITOJIHEHUSI JaHbl peKOMEHAALIMU MO0 KOHCTPpYKIUU ['DP MOayIbHOTO UCITOJHEHUS, TIPU-
MEHSIIOIIMXCS B MOHHBIX JBUTATENISIX MaJoil MOIIIHOCTH, pabOTaloIINX MPU YPOBHE HaIpsi-
xeHuit go 2000 B. IIpu 3ToM razosiiekTpudecKas pa3Bs3Ka JJIMHON ~5 CM JOJDKHA UMETh
TUIPOCOIIPOTUBIICHNE, obecnieunBalolee co3nanue B ' OP masmenus soeie 30 Topp.

YCcTaHOBJIEHO,YTO BeIMYMHA HAMPSIKEHUsT TTPO0OO0sI pa3BsI3KK He 3aBUCUT OT Haimndust BU
o npu orcyrctBum B 'PK BU-pa3psina.

OrmpeneieHBI HaIIpaBJIeHUS AaJbHEeHIINX nccaenoBanuii [DP.

[TostydeHHBIE pe3yJibTaThl UCTIBITAHUI JJAOOPATOPHBIX 0OPA3IIOB U MaKeTa pa3BsI3KM MO-
IYT OBITh MCITOJIb30BaHBI ITPU pa3paboTKe MTaTHbIX 00pa3ioB ['DOP.
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Study of Electrical Breakdowns in the Propellant Feed Line
of a Low-Power Radio-Frequency Ion Thruster

D. A. Kashirin® * and S. A. Semenikhin?

4 Research Institute of Applied Mechanics and Electrodynamics of the Moscow Aviation Institute
(RIAMFE MAI), Moscow, Russia

*e-mail: kashirinrock93@yandex.ru

During the development and optimization of radio-frequency ion thrusters (RIT), a lot of
technically complicated problems on ensuring the electrical strength of their components
emerge. Among all elements, the gas-electric isolator in the xemmomn feed line to the RIT dis-
charge chamber is the most critical one in terms of the occurrence of electrical breakdown.
In addition to the high voltage and gas pressure sufficient for the development of breakdown,
the external ionizers—electrons, ions, charged micro and macro particles—may be present in
such isolator due to the presence of plasma in the gas discharge chamber. Thus, the occur-
rerice of breakdown in the gas-electric isolator cam not only lead to the destruction of its ele-
ments, but also contribute to the “unauthorized ignition” of the radio-frequency discharge
in the thruster chamber. The article considers development of gas-electric isolators for low
power radio-frequency ion thrusters. An experimental dependence of the breakdown voltage
on the product of pressure and distance is obtained under the conditions of gas-electric iso-
lator operation as a part of RIT. The basic requirements to the parameters of gas-electric iso-
lator, which ensures the operation of RIT in a wide range of propellant flow rates, are formu-
lated for the length of the dielectric part of about 5 cm and voltage of ~2000 V, the pressure
inside it must be at least 30 Torr.

Keywords: radio-frequency ion thruster (RIT), gas-electric isolator, breakdown, external ion-
izers
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